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Keith’ Blog

Keith will do a ‘tech-spot’ on ‘Leaf Function’
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AGM 2012

Thank you to everyone for supporting our AGM. In an unusual but very creative move Charles

came up with an idea to save even more time!

Charles Lee moved that “the immediate past Committee be re-nominated in the same
positions for the current year 2012/13.” Unanimously Carried.

Election of Officers- Townsville Branch 2012-2013.

Position Nominee Nominated Seconded
Chairperson Janice Lough Charles Rex
V.Chairperson Rex Grattidge Charles Rex
Secretary John Elliott Charles Rex
Treasurer Keith Townsend Charles Rex
Cmte/Organiser Greg Calvert Charles Rex
Newsletter Del Windridge Charles Rex
Librarian Rex Grattidge Charles Rex
Tech Officer Betsy/Greg Charles Rex
Webmaster John Elliott Charles Rex
Provedore Janice Lough Charles Rex

Pyxos; Buxus; Box

Eucalyptusmicrocarpa

Grey Box
Gum-Topped Box

Eucalyptus normantonensi

Normanton Box,
Greenvale Box

Choricarpiasubargentea

Ironwood Box

Tristania laurina

Kanuka Box

Eucalyptus goniocalyx

Long-Leaved Box

Eucalytpus leptoloba

Molloy Red Box

Eucalyptus pilligaensis

Narrow-Leaved Box

Eucalyptus woollsiana

Narrow-Leaved Box

Tristania grandiflora

Northern Swamp Box

Eucalyptus polyanthemos

Red Box

Eucalyptus rudderi Rudder's Box Phebalium squameum Satin Box
Eucaalyptus dawsonii Slaty box Eucalyptus rummeri Swamp Box
Eucalyptus thozetiana Thozet's Box Eucalyptus intertexta Western Red Box
Eucalyptus albans White Box Eucalyptus quadrangulata| White-Topped Box

Eucalytus meliodora

Yellow Box, Honey Box

Eucalyptus microneura

Gilbert River Box

Eucalyptus argillacea Grey Northern Box, Eucalyptus tectifica Darwin Box,
Kimberley Grey Box Macarthur River Box
Lophostemon lactifluus Milky Box Eucalyptus moluccana Grey Box

Eucalyptus cambageana

Coowarra Box

Elaeodendron australis

Blush Boxwood

Homalium circumpinnatum

Brown Boxwood

Drypetes deplanchei

Grey Boxwood

Planchonellacuphlebia

Hickory Boxwood

Xanthophyllum octandrum

Macintyres Boxwood

Maytenus disperma

Orange Boxwood

Planchonella papyracea

Pink Boxwood

Niemeyera antiloga

Plum Boxwood

Pouteria castanosperma

Saffron Boxwood

Strychnos psilosperma

Threaded Boxwood

Planchonella pohlmaniana
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Pyxos; Buxus; Box (continued)

These lists of Australian plants all share the common name ‘box’, the first in relation to the
bark and the second as ‘boxwood’ referring to the timber of the species. So what is the origin
of this common name?

The ancient Greeks used boxwood to create small decorative boxes for precious items such as
cosmetics, unguents and jewels. Their word for ‘box’ is pyxos. The Romans continued the
tradition, substituting the Latin word, buxus, and this became in English ‘box’. When Linnaeus
created his binomial system in 1753, he designated Buxus as the genus for the boxwood
species.

The ‘boxes’ have an extensive range being native to western and southern Europe, as well as
southern and eastern Asia, Africa, Madagascar, Central America and the Caribbean. The
majority of species are tropical and sub-tropical, whilst only the European species are frost
tolerant. The greatest point of diversity is in Cuba with about 30 species. They are all slow
growing evergreen trees and shrubs, rarely growing above 15m and more usually 2-12m. This
slow growth produces a dense and heavy timber, which is resistant to splitting and chipping
and is therefore useful for the manufacture of finely detailed crafts.

The dominant European species is Buxus sempirvirens (box, evergreen); Common or European
Box, and it is this species, which has been highly prized in European societies for its fine grain
and heavy timber, 100kg/m3 (as heavy as water).

It is the traditional timber used for the manufacture of wind instruments and Highland
bagpipes, as well as chess pieces, combs and mathematical instruments. It was also in high
demand by the wood engraver for ‘woodcuts’, and when the famous stand of trees at Box Hill
in Surrey was cut in 1815 the ‘fall’ realized £10,000. (Annual income of labourer = £42).

As evergreens Buxus have been used as an ornamental for at least the last 4000 years, in both
Greek and Egyptian gardens. Sprigs of Buxus have been found in Roman burials in England,
and they are believed to have introduced the tree as they did many other species. It has also
been highly valued as a hedging plant as it is slow growing and will take a close cut. The box
hedge is well known in historic gardens, and is much in demand today on both sides of the
Atlantic.

It is clear then that the terms box and boxwood would have been in common usage in say
1815, and would have indicated products of value and utility.

In Australia “the name box was applied by the early settlers who saw a resemblance
between the hard interlocked grain of the European box, Buxus sempirvirens, and that
of the Grey Box, Eucalyptus mollucana. The term box is further applied to describe the
bark characteristics of many species, that is, finely fibrous, usually grey and held in
small tessellations which on being lost through weathering expose bleached, whitish
patches.”

~ s oA N s~
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Eucalyptus moluccana Buxus sempirvirens

[t does not, [ believe, take a great deal of imagination to see the similarity between the bark of
European box and that of Grey box, not to mention the similarity in timber as mentioned above.

The earliest reference to this species that I can find is from, “An Account of Agriculture and
Grazing in NSW” James Atkinson 1844:

“Box: this is a very useful wood, of a firm compact texture, tough and durable. The trees are
quite handsome and well grown, the bark is strong and close, possessing much of the tanning
principle, and is very useful in constructing hulls and temporary buildings; this tree abounds
in forest lands in the county of Cumberland and Cow Pasture district; and is much used for
boards and joists in house building, and also in wheelwright work.”

The term Boxwood is reserved for an altogether finer timber, suitable for many of the uses
already described for Buxus sempirvirens. The most highly regarded was Planchonella
pohlmaniana, Yellow Boxwood, a tree found in rainforest and vine thickets from Cape York to
Richmond River NSW, and common in the Townsville area.

In “The Timbers and Forest Products of Queensland” by EHF Swain 1928, he informs us that:

“Yellow Boxwood is so named because it resembles strongly in both appearance and
working qualities the English and Turkish Boxwoods of commerce. A rich creamy
yellow colour in hue...the wood is an extremely close and even textured
hardwood...compact, tough and firm. It is comparatively easy to work, cuts sharply and
cleanly in almost any direction with a very fine finish, and dresses very smoothly.”

“Yellow Boxwood is special-purpose timber, having similar applications to those of the
Boxwoods of commerce, viz; woodcarving and engravings, particularly for fine work,
moulds for compo, woodcuts for printing scales, rulers, and small articles of turnery
such as chessmen etc.

Of the nine native woods listed by a Brisbane engraver in substitution of imported boxwood, Yellow
Boxwood was considered the best, with Ivorywood, Grey Boxwood, Buff Boxwood taking next
place. To determine their warping and cracking tendencies they were placed for a fortnight in an
oven with a piece of imported boxwood as a control. At the conclusion of the test Yellow Boxwood

by

was unimpaired; the imported boxwoodwas badl y cracked. O

In conclusion, whether it is Box barkor Boxwoodthis common name turns out to be not quite so
common, having a very particular origin and a very long history.

John Elliott.
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In Flower in March 2012
Caesalpiniaceae # AOOEA OO0AIl Oi A

Lamiaceae Orthosiphon aristatus
Malvaceae Gossypium sturtianum
Myristicaceae Mpyristica insipida
Myrtaceae Melaleuca arcana

Sannantha papillosa

Orchidaceae Sarcochilus tricalliatus
Rubiaceae Gardenia psidiodes
Verbenaceae Callicarpa longifolia

Callicarpa pedunculata

Sarcochilus
tricalliatus

Orthosiphon
aristatus

Keith& Blog Spot

Well Keith has been busy at it again with his latest blog about a place we all know and love,
The Burra Range. Take a look at http://open.abc.net.au/posts/up-close-and-personal-with-
nature-s-beauty-49ii3zr

‘The main season is from May to
September, but many unexpected pleasures
may be found at other times. During and
after the wet season there are many small
herbaceous plants in profusion,

even ground orchids and insectivorous
plants may be found. Little treasures such
as the Fringe Lily, Thysanotus

tuberosus twine through the grass.’

Thysanotus tuberosis
Laxmanniaceae, Fringe Lily
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Society for Growing Australian Plants, Townsville Branch Inc.
P.O. Box 363 Aitkenvale, Qld. 4814

Membership Application or Renewal Form

Membership Year is from 1st April to 31st March
(Initial half yearly membership is available for those joining around October)

Name:

Address:

Email address:

Fee: $

If claiming full time student fee please quote Student No..........cc.c..c..e

Additional household members may be registered for a nominal fee
of $2.00 per person but they will not receive newsletters or magazines.

Society for Growing Australian Plants Townsville Branch Inc ABN 32 302 397 597
Membership Fees:

New Ordinary Member $45.00
New Student Member $35.00
Renewal Ordinary $40.00
Renewal Student $30.00
New Member (Half Year from Oct.) $25.00
Additional Household Member $ 2.00
Queensland Bulletin subscription only $30.00

If paying electronically please quote 'Membership and your name’
Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000 A/C 113462386

The Society for Growing Australian Plants promotes
the conservation of Australian native flora
bv encouraging its introduction into gardens.
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